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Chikungunya Primary vaccination 
Booster 
vaccination 

Immunogenicity Comments 

Vimkunya® 
(non-live virus-
like particle 
vaccine) 

 

Vimkunya®:  

Persons ≥12 years of 
age: 

 Day 0 (1 dose) 
 
Vimkunya® has been 
licensed in Switzer-
land since April 2026. 

 
 

 No data yet 
available on 
necessity or 
timing of 
booster. 

 

 No vaccine efficacy data 
available, 
immunogenicity data are 
as follows: 

 12-65 years: day 22: 
98%; day 183: 86% 

 ≥ 65 years: day 22: 87%, 
day 183: 76% 

 18-45 years: day 760 (2 
years) in phase 2 trial 
100% (n=38) 

 
Of note: 
 No data on 

immunogenicity in 
immunocompromised 
persons! 
 

 

General considerations: 

 In Switzerland, chikungunya is rare among travellers, except when visiting regions with 
outbreaks. Severe disease may occur in the elderly, immunocompromised individuals, or those 
with serious underlying conditions. Chronic arthralgia/arthritis is reported in 20-30% 3-12 
months after infection, varying depending on epidemics studied.   

 The Swiss Expert Committee for Travel Medicine recommends weighing cost of vaccine against 
presumed risk of exposure (duration and frequency of travel as well as current and expected 
epidemiology) at destination. 

Indication: 

1. Chikungunya vaccination is recommended for: 

 Persons ≥12 years of age travelling to an area with a chikungunya outbreak (see current 
outbreaks list at www.healthytravel.ch) for any duration of travel. 

 Laboratory workers who might be exposed to the chikungunya virus. 
 

2. Chikungunya vaccination may be recommended for: 

 Persons ≥12 years travelling or moving to an area with elevated risk (see list of countries 
at www.healthytravel.ch) if planning to stay for an extended period of time or repeated 
stays (e.g. cumulative time >1 month). 

Adverse events:  

 Frequent (≥ 1/10): injection site pain, fatigue, headache, myalgia. 

Contraindications:  

 Hypersensitivity to any of the vaccine components. 

Special populations: 

 Immunocompromised hosts and elderly: Vimkunya® is a non-live vaccine and can therefore be 
given to this vulnerable population. See comment under section “immunogenicity”. 

 Pregnancy/ Breastfeeding: Advise against travelling, as these are regions with frequent co-
circulation of other mosquito-borne infections (e.g. zika, dengue, yellow fever, malaria etc.) 
and weigh risk-benefit. This population was not studied in clinical trials, however no risk is to be 
expected. 

Interactions: Concomitant administration with other vaccines has not been studied but is 
deemed to be acceptable, following general vaccine coadministration principles.  

Dose: 0.8ml 

 

Application: i.m. 

 
 

Ingredients: 
Vimkunya®: 40 
micrograms 
protein of 
chikungunya 
virus (CHIKV) 
virus-like 
particles 1,2 
(VLP) adsorbed 
on aluminium 
hydroxide 
(adjuvans) 
 
 

Of note:  
This SOP focuses only on the details of Vimkunya® administration. 
A live-attenuated vaccine - Ixchiq® - is also licensed in Europe, but 
has not been submitted to Swissmedic. License for Ixchiq® was 
obtained from the FDA but the company withdrew submission to 
FDA in 2026 after FDA suspended license in 2025. 
Several case reports of severe adverse effects including encephalitis 
(with proof of vaccine-virus replicating in CSF) primarily in the elderly 
or in persons with comorbidities have been published. Therefore, 
most European countries have recommendations limiting the use of 
the vaccine for under 60 (or 65) year old persons and – per default – 
for persons without any immunosuppressive condition / treatment 
and not pregnant or breastfeeding 
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This information cannot be forwarded without the permission of the Swiss Expert Committee for Travel Medicine (ECTM).  
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