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Japanese 
Encephalitis  

Primary vaccination 
Booster 
vaccination 

Protection Comments 

Ixiaro® Adults and children: 

Regular regimen  
doses: days 0 & ≥28 

Accelerated regimen: 

 2 doses: days 0 & ≥7 
[1,2]. 

 

Dosage for children 
and adolescents* 

 3- <18 years: 
0.5ml/dose (regular 
dose) 

 2-36 months: 
0.25ml/dose 

 

 
Immunocompromised: 

 Ixiaro® can be given to 
immunocompromised 
patients, but adequate 
immune response may 
be diminished  

 

 

 3rd dose ≥12 months 
after primary 
vaccination. 

 the duration of 
protection after the 3rd 
dose is currently still 
unclear: 6 years after 
the 3rd dose> 95% of 
vaccinees still have 
protective antibody 
titre [3].  

 We propose to give a 
4th dose earliest after 
10 years. 

 Ixiaro® can be used to 
boost patients 
previously vaccinated 
with mouse-brain 
derived JE vaccines (JE-
VAX®, BIKEN®, SA 14-
14-2 a.o.) [4]. 

 
 

Seroconversion 
rate at day 15 
after 2 doses 
(days 0 & 7): 
99% [1]. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indication: 
 has to be discussed individually: very rare disease in travellers, but the disease can be severe. 
 In general: Long-term (at least 1 month) stay in endemic rural areas during transmission time 

and long-term travellers, frequent travellers or expatriates based in urban areas but are likely to 
visit endemic rural or agricultural areas during a high-risk period of JE virus transmission [ref. 5-
10]. 

 In exceptional cases:  
a) Short-term travelling (<1 month) to endemic areas during the transmission season, if 

travelling outside urban areas and if planning activities that will increase the risk of JE virus 
exposure (substantial time outdoors in rural or agricultural areas, especially during the 
evening or the night; participating in extensive outdoor activities such as camping, hiking, 
trekking, biking, fishing, hunting or farming); staying in accommodations without air 
conditioning, screens or bed nets [5]. 

b) Travelling to an area with an ongoing outbreak. 
 
Adverse events [11,12]:  
(Very) Frequent (1/100 - >1/10): 
 Local symptoms at the injection site (pain, redness, swelling, axillary lymphadenopathy) are the 

most frequent AEs reported; 10-20% of vaccinees report headache, myalgia, and flulike 
symptoms. In children, fever is the most common reported systemic reaction. 

 
Rare (≥1/10'000–<1/1'000): 
 Thrombocytopenia, arthralgia, paresthesia, neuritis, palpitations, tachycardia, dyspnea, allergic 

reactions (erythema, urticaria). 
 
Absolute contraindications: 
 Hypersensitivity to a prior dose or any components of the vaccine. 
 
Pregnancy and breastfeeding: 
 As an inactivated vaccine, pregnancy or breastfeeding does not pose a risk. 
 An analysis among pregnant U.S. military women showed reassuring results [13].  
 In general however: advise against travelling in pregnancy, especially in first trimester as also 

regions with frequent co-circulation of other mosquito-borne infections (e.g. zika, dengue, 
malaria etc.) and weigh risk-benefit.  

 
Interactions: 
 JE vaccination given simultaneously or very soon after a TBE vaccination leads to higher antibody 

titres for JE (PRNT assay) but also increases the risk for adverse events (41.5% resp. 36.5%) [11]. 

Dose: 0.5 ml 
Application: i.m. 
 

Ingredients: 
 Inactivated 

virus 
 Traces of 

formaldehyde 
and protamine 
sulfate 

 Adjuvant: 
Aluminium  
hydroxide 
(thiomersal 
free) 

Stability: 
 Storage at 2°C 

- 8°C in the 
original 
package to 
protect from 
light.  
 

To be documented: 

 *off-label use: the accelerated regimen and the vaccination of persons <18 years of 
age demands documentation/signed informed consent. 

 
Note 
 Consider the relation between an extremely low risk of infection and the potentially 

fatal outcome of the disease. 
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No guarantee can be given for the accuracy and completeness of the medical information, nor can any liability be accepted for any damage that may occur. 

This information cannot be forwarded without the permission of the Swiss Expert Committee for Travel Medicine (ECTM). 
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